There Will Be Soft Rains

Research

"ThisIsNot Water" - Hydropovgrera O(g(nflict Centrein Timesof Green

Janosch Birkert

e[ rk"ThlsI NotW heartlst CarolmaCa%ceﬂoaddrasses
he ocal eff ectso % ropower rojectsin America
But OW|sth|sr ewab eﬁ oggH(reC treatedmtlmesof the

For thousa%\ds of ears m%n hastrled to make natural envir ment f|}
his use |tto egds For sever enturles tec noo Ica
ro ress has ena d man to contro art of natI ral
Nnvironment{ on our p an ﬁotransform |ts co SI |n natur alness
mtci econ m|c or soci % n many acest IS as ed}o new
o ical states, w |ch farrrYW|t th em no on¥ac omplete |oss of
|o | ersﬁgr | ut cause tur to adapt an unct|?n art|f|C|aII

I’OpOW t IS stor man’ ]SqUSGO n tUI’ I esour Ces., n

I’ cent eca e ¥] I’O ower I’QjeC S ve un one mcreasm
exp anS| nW Ich ISI uencm I’ ation etween na urean human
hat can be done In tl In which loc Ion an

a level.
I:%%%n hinking are no Ionger possible Wltﬁsout taking eaah er into

There Will Be Soft Rains / Created on 2025-10-30 / Page 1 of 8



There Will Be Soft Rains

Background

ln 2016, ropower plants with a total ¢ acrt of 315 GW were
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Driving forces

t the be |nn|n of the tw rHy frrst century the exlelansron of
R/IOW g favor the Clean Devél ?gment echanism
anlsm o) staina IeD eIo ent" al wedrnternatrorhaf
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same time ex ort %/ noo or finance" ractrce I 0] ects
In an mtern tron co text ec anlsm a r orts
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*climate protection projects’ at a gl IeveI 5
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or exam et e n |n r(L)}ectsrnt ongo Basin, are no am
orti t eA o lation \g |sener%/ undersupp a%/
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cooperation and development aid.[6]

The conflict

The use of t}}/dro ower leads to various typ f%rms of yse and
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From a soci economlc poreé of view, laon Eerm rtrcrpatron in value
creation |soten not designed to benefit loca com unities. Theright to
water and local co-deter mination over the use of water resources can be
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an integrated assessment of envrr nmen aI risks accord to
Inter national standar swhrch e]s local actors and ke¥ stak eho ers
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mfrastructure in stru?turaII%/ weak regions. The construction of the

Tucur am |n Brazi |n Increased deforestation ratesm an
a}reao 1000 ar%llleéj x rogpower plants, ast eexg on of
grgég network ena the economic management of untouched for est

The Models

Many of t eselocal |m%actsc§)n existin soual ecglogoc g/f(tems can be
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The artwork

In her V|deo |nstaIIat|on contrlbutlon to the exhjbition "There Will

ome Basis ran rtam M arolina Ca
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socio-hydrological relationship ‘between natural electricity and proflt-
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oriented use of resources using the example of lar e—scale hi}{]dropower
lantsin South Amerlca She allows the Great River to betal tW|sts
t, turnsrt In all ectronsrn thefllm tames It, djrects Its ower
SOMme, thlsremoval o smcerlt sym ollzesh rmonlzatlon an |n rea%es
I attractlvene&? or othefs it seems | distortion,
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o longer claim to benatural. - |sIsNot ater

When looking at "ThIS Is Not Water" , it seer?sthat hoth the choice ot
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%tIfICIaH’[?/ n which naturalhess Is no (I)P er re erencegm t" a}]e
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opment by its

Anth o ocen ? Or Isour domlnanceW|th|nt arth %set]em not rat
aé%a} f nature whlcﬁ It correctsin the courseo Its devel
atulreen £8 gth and resumes pursuant to memory? Nature afrter

Even If we look at naturein its sugposedly Pureform we evaluate it
from an anthro o%enl perspective. Let us therefore return to Marx
P rlsmanuscrl 8 T enaturewhlc develo s In human histor

—t s of um N Societ sman srea nature hence nature asit
deve rou h industry, ven hin an ran orm, istru
ant r oo |c natur 211/ Later 8 science . an
gec ? we Were able to co thlcal un erstandin wrth a

u v of weather or natura ena To a we ave

?P urt er and acceﬁt that 1t IS not oné/mp byS|c eteronom t
|n u nces our atmosphere, our eart ut that we are

ave emlpower oursev nt e anguage of the gods" 23 an
must now learn how to speak it

The anthré)gogemc aver shaping. of n%tural sp ac%can be expr in
?%n}/ It Is impartant that t man bein |s viewed in a

€ ent at In Its Impact on natura ace and that |ts |mp ct
within, t e eat dsgstem ;;I)_S|t|ve and

|ve{ P(ft? IS du H
r ecognized r’h r stood e monet zat|o ological foss is sti
not o0 apar WI% e macr 0economic in |catorso our timein regardsto
Its significance for our actions,

Council on Glo WBGU ears before the Paris
Cllmae gree en W %ﬁ despite ar' 2heforetl afaeHPhorla eads, us
bac t t eRosa ||t|esfor actio |nr tics: Opower is ern%

asrtssustalna otentlal s1imi And let'
B nto eeﬁdat ey ont IS.eX anaon to akelt holistic and to expand it
y a multitude of possibilities.[2
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